Polymyxin susceptibility testing and interpretive breakpoints: Recommendations from the United States Committee on Antimicrobial Susceptibility Testing (USCAST).
The polymyxins are important agents for carbapenem-resistant Gram-negative bacilli. The United States Committee on Antimicrobial Susceptibility Testing breakpoint recommendations for colistin and polymyxin B are that isolates of P. aeruginosa, A. baumannii, and Enterobacteriaceae are considered susceptible at minimum inhibitory concentration values ≤ 2 mg/L. These recommendations are contingent upon dosing and testing strategies that are described in this commentary. Importantly, these recommendations are not applicable to lower respiratory tract infections where we recommend no breakpoints. Furthermore, there is no breakpoint recommendation for polymyxin B for lower urinary tract infections.